*9&         TWIGS OF A WITHERED EMPIRE
surpassing in richness, one of the famous carpets of the
land.
The Persian summer is reliable, or such a method would
be impossible; for anything like a sprinkle of rain during
the drying time is ruin for the crop of tfte year.
The frontier line between Persia and Turkey may be
uncertain, but at least the customs go on ; and we found the
authorities in that department waiting for us where we en-
tered the plain.   Our managing servant, however, is a master
of strategy in these matters <; and all the loads chanced to be
lagging some distance behind, save one that carried the
indispensable food-box.   This was removed at the order
of the Government, and opened; on which the first things to
appear were the tea apparatus and the medicine chest.
The sight of this last reminded the official that he had fever
lately; " Could the Englishman spare him a little quinine ? "
Of course we could ; and perhaps (as our servant suggested)
he might like some tea also; * the English sahib was sure
to want some while waiting for the loads to come up.   There
was a stream handy, and the invaluable " primus " stovq
in the box ; so that the customs officer and the writer were
amicably having tea together under a tree when the mules
arrived.
" Shall I take down the boxes ? " said the wily Dinkha,
smoothly.
" Wallah Effendim, this English sahib is not a merchant!
Pass upon your way, and may Allah go with you."
And so, the customs barrier was passed; for politeness
seldom fails in the East.
On occasions, of course/things do not go so well. We
remember the despair of an unfortunate American bride
who had come out fresh to the country, with her husband,
as missionaries. A dinner-set of -rather good china (a
wedding present) had preceded her by some weeks, and
was waiting for her in her new home, where she eagerly
unpacked it.
* Tea is considered a great luxury, and men of moderate means will
actually ruin themselves by indulging in it. Not so much owing to the
cost of tea as to that of, the sugar, for they use about as much sugar as
the tea will dissolve.